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2 PETER it. 9h and 10" Verſes. 


The Lord khnoweth hw to deliver the godly out of 
=p temptations; and to reſerve the unjuſt to the 
= _ day of Judgment to be puniſhed---- But cheifly 
' them who walk after the fleſh, in the luſt of 
uncleanneſe, and deſpiſe goverment ; pre- 


ſumptubcus, ſelfwwilled, they are not a . to 
"+ poo __ _ dignitics. i 


E are called upon, by authority, to humble our- 
ſelves before Almighty Gad : we have now, in 
conſequence of that appointment, ſent up our 
prayers and ſupplications to the divine Majeſty, 
in the moſt devout and ſolemn manner, to avert all thoſe 
3 | judgments | which we have moſt Juſtly deſerved—to continue 
1 his mercies—to perpetuate the enjoyment of the proteſtant re- 
Ms ligion amongſt us, the ſafety and proſperity of theſe kingdoms 


and dominions—and have implored his protection and bleſſing 
upon our fleets and armies. 
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ACKNOWLEDGING the great mercy of the Almighty, who 
has not only been our defence in other times of danger, but 
hath. protected us. from imminent deſtruction at chic cim. eſpe- 
cially, when ſome neighbouring countries in alliance and 
friendſhip with us have been viſited by a dreadful and moſt 
extenſive earthquake—which has alſo in ſome degree, and the 
effects of it in a great degree, been felt in ſeveral parts of 


theſe Kingdoms and: xdonypihons. 1 1; CHPFH ©-© 


AnD this, 1 hope we have done (as, we are particularly di- 
rected) in the deepeſt ſenſe of our own impieties, Which have 
moſt juſtly deſerved heavy and ſevere puniſhments from the 
hand of heaven, and of the great miſeries Which the inhabitants 
of theſe kingdoms myſt. inevitably have ſuffered. if a like vi- 


alien had Been ſhown forth upon them. and to they that we 


place our whole truſt and confidence in the mercy of Almigh- 
ty God, as well to deliver us from ſo heavy a calamity, as al- 
ſo to dire& and ſupport us in the preſent ſituation of our public 
affairs, which, as to the iſſue of them, are of the highbſt ; im- 


portance to the peace and ſafety of theſe kingdoms—to our 


commerce and liberties—and, above all, to the moſt valuable 
 bleſing of the proteligne N. ne 
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On this dbediine: © T have holen the words 1 fir rea as 
_ they contain ſome reflections ke m as: deferve our attention 
Ge the . occaſion.” re e 
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Tx HEY are not a complete ſentence of Weder, but oblige 


us . look back LY little n for the completion of the 
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TRE reaſoning which introduces them is this: 


» Ir God ſpared not the angels who ſinned, but caſt them 
down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkneſs, to 
be * unto judgment; 


Ab ed not the old world, but reſerved N 4 the 


eighth perſon, a preacher of righteouſneſs, * in the 
flood upon me world of the ungodly— 


Ap, anz che cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into 


aſhes, condemned them with an overthrow, making them an 
enſartiple: to them that Aar ſhould live en 


aw» 


Ap delivered juſt Lot ths ot with the filthy converſation 
of the wicked, (for that righteous man dwelling amongſt them,, 
in ſeeing and hearing, vexed his righteous ſoul from day to 


=—y wie n unlawful deeds 9 — | 


le all theſe things be lo, as we wk Sn are, then it is 


line that the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
: be . and to reſerve the ane by: A, bday of Judgment 


* 
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115 RE we dds an ndl Bog if Wan upon which the 
tied aſſertion in the text is grounded. | 


To ſhew, beyond all W that the Lord does know, 


or has determined to deliver the godly cut of trials, and to re- 
ſerve the unjuſt to à day of judgment to be puniſhed, he in- 


ſtances in three well- atteſted acts of the Lord's immediate in- 
terpoſition to vindicate his own ſovereignty, by the delive- 
12 | rance 


64 
rance of thoſe who acknowledged it, from the viſible deſtruc- 
tion of thoſe WhO ſet up their own dt in TG to it. 


Tux detruſion of 2 thoſe angels; but of thoſe only, who 
finned from their original ſtate of honour and happineſs— 


Tux deſtruction of the whole world of the ungodly by the 
deluge, with the reſervation of eight perſons only, the whole 
remains of thoſe, who had _ « 45 a ſerde of phe: png enen 


chem „ ON 


Ax p the total oh of the cities of Sodom and. Go- 
morrah by fire, turning the whole into aſhes, with the exception 


again of one-oply family, who had not ſuffered themſelves to 
be infected with their dey r N 


THESE are Annes ſufficient in FEY number und- in their 
nature to prove what they were produced by the apoſtle to 
prove: that the Lord knows, or has decreed, at times and in 


ways foreſeen only by himſelf, to bring ſudden deſtruction on 


thoſe who obſtipately refuſe to obey his commands without 
involving in that deſtruction thoſe who-do.—LIn particular caſes, 
where the ordinary courſe / of his Providence: has not provided 
corrections proportionate to men's crimes, to wifit the guiliy 
with immediate and exemplary inflictions of his diſpleaſure, 


"reſerving the innocent. 7 & as \ pom monuments "Wn Aol re- 
\ 9 | | 


Bur thouth every hind of fin is Aifgtoating to God, and 
fore not to leave its puniſhment far behind, yet the apoſtle 
particularizes a character which is very ſingulariy offenſive to 


him, and more "Ay" than any other to gba down. his im- 
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63) 
mediate judgment upon thoſe who come vithin its deſcrip- 
tion But chiefly thoſe who walk after the fleſh, in the luſts of 


uncleanneſs and deſpiſe government—preſumptiuons, ſelf- RE 
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"NOW: as it is Our ay and ought: to be our concern, to 
lay alide every weight which may retard our progreſs in 
the favour of God; ſo our higheſt intereſt is at ſtake, and 
our moſt vigorous endeavour ſhould be exerted to clear our- 
ſelves of that chiefly, whatever it be, which we know to be 
molt the object of his averſion, and moſt obnoxious to his 
inſtaut AR 


| We have hand . account the 2 gives of eds 
; and one part of his charge is fo plain that it needs no comment. 
5 It ſpeaks for itſelf. Thè beſt " for that nue amongſt 
. VE? is not to name it. 
- 4 Darke; the _—_ part does not ſeem to carry ſo much 
_—- convidtion i in it bo Ahe enen and are not een 
; to, ſpeak. * nen Ad 03 21th ot 
: Dozs it not 0 as if it were < ſaid that a pu and 
5 clamorous. ſpirit is the: principal mark at which the arrows of 
1 the Almighty are prepared to fly? Is faction, chen, and ſedition 
: a crime of ſo black a:complexjon. as to ſtand foremoſt in the 
: catalogue of thoſe which call forth the avenging hand of God? 
: It is faid, indeed, that rebellion is as the ſin of n 
- but Wa WE ne was een N God. 
# 9: = have. 50 hee to bs he for Kelten: But thee 
0 ſeems to be leſs need to call in the K Aid to avenge it, 
. 8 becauſe 


C03 
becauſe it does often (in abſolute governments eſpecially) : meet 
with * fate it Mr ide the . of men, 


EVENT , "1 : 7 


1 N D, 1 1 n en zagteen 5 ill with” the! 

1 explication given of the place a little below, where the perſons 

1 here dcſcribed! are laid to . . of the things that wm were 
110 * 170 1 

i (2 

rs. it cannot be ſippoſed? chat a man, l les chat 

| any ſect or number of men (let their wickedneſs be as great 

9 as it. can be) could be ignorant of the nature and ſanctions 

1 of civil power. Theſe are amongſt the firſt things that bad men 


become acquainted with, if it be but barely in order to evade 9 
INNS On Hat 203. Y1SOI OW. bie n 
It 3 01 | ale of ei garde 1 0 | 

11 nn. crime. was * a deeper dye Jl And 3 as it 18 of he ell 
conſequence for us to know clearly what that diſpoſition is 
which the apoſtle has declared to be moſt diſpleaſing to God, = 
and to call moſt loudly for his inflicting preſent puniſhment . 
on all thoſe who are hardy enough to perſiſt in it, I hope it will 5 
not be uſeleſs, as it ſeems to me to be neceſſary, to _ this part 
of the text more oben, than i it now appears to be. 
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10 Ta E 1 this 3 is FOE FH von Potir mens, . "pt 
tat in the New. Teſtamegt, applied to "celeſtial power; 
as Pheſians i. 21, where Chriſt is ſaid to be exalted: far above 

is All dominion andidominions are mentioned, Coloflians i. 16. 
amongſt the inviſible things of the creation. Indeed it is a 

derivative of that very title which is given, by way of 

eminence, to Chriſt Jeſus when we ſtile him Lord and may 

with; great: e gt nee lordſbip or fupreme 

nnn 3 ni 1163. 01 ben al 59.07 .2mabt. 
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Ap this correſponds entirely with the deſcription of theſe 
men both here and in St. Jude, (Who wrote upon the ſame 
occaſion and near the ſame time, and whoſe epiſtle is on that 
account the beſt comment” upon St. Peter's) who are ſaid: by 
one apoſtle to deny the Lord who bought them; and by the 
other, to deny the only potentate Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord and God; 
that is, they abſolutely rejected the extraordinary, if not the 
ordinary, Providence of God, and his n e of the 
natural and moral world by Jeſus Chriſt. 1 n_ 


TRE ridiculed the prophecies concerning Chriſt's ſecond. 


coming , either in Vengeance to complete the deſolation of the 
Jews, or in glory to reward the fidelity of his diſtreſſed 


diſciples, and were fo far from having any expectation of his 


promiſes, that they laughed at all who had :—Saying, where 
is the promiſe of his coming! And the reafon of their inſult 


was ſuch as could only be given by a profeſt fataliſt or an. 
"abſolute unbeliever. 'For ſince the fathers fell aſleep, fay they, 


all "things contime as they were from! the beginning of Me 
creation. A1. n | . * Y ln % Nt 

AND that Kobra is here particularly aſcribed by the 
apoſtle, and by them denied to Chriſt, will appear more 


ftrongly, only by giving the word which is tranſlated dignities 
its obvious and literal ſenſe — and ſpeak evil of, or blaſpheme 


the glories —and this we are warranted to do from a like uſe. 


22.2 


Am 615 
Gude, - 


of the ſame term in St. Peter's firſt epiftle; where; ſpeaking ( Ml. 


of the declarations of the prophets concerning the chriſtian 
diſpenſation, lie tells us, that they had given previous teſti- 


mony t the ſufferings of Chriſt, and che Pories which were 


oc ny” Fyr 8778 2110 


to be conſequent upon them et We 


"HEY 


#15 


'( +8 3) 


Ha it is properly tranſlated, .and does. undoubtedly refer 


70 the different ſtates in glory which St. Paul gives us reaſon 


to expect at the reſurrection of the dead —— There is one glory 
of the ſun, another | glory of the moon, and another glory of the 
ftars, for one ſtar. differeth from another far in glory. So alſo 
is the reſurrection of the dead. The word being plural is high- 
ly expreſſive, of the different orders and degrees of glory with 


which our bleſſed Lord will, at * 1 ern, reward 
his faithful followers. 155 


LIU F 


TRE tranſlation, hs. of this part of the text inſtead of 
« who deſpiſe government, and are not afraid to ſpeak evil of 


£6. * Ganja" „ will be perhaps better read thus, „who hold in 
« een, the N e or 9 8 domihioh, of On pre- 


2 4 2495 


Ae this is brine by. a lg "ah his. firſk 1 
N oice that you are made. partakers of :1 the e ſufferings of Cbriſ.— 


that when his glory ſhall appear ye may be glad with exceeding | 


joy If ye be reproached for the name of Chriſt happy are you, 
for the ſpirit of glory and of God (or of the divine glory) 
reſteth. on e d ch (glory) ,is;blaſphemed (the very expreſſion 
which is here tranſlated NPI OR: 5 e a ws * 
hank hed i eget. WHEL Sat Thor Dom 1g 


Tie I 
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" Ta crime, then,. from dhe SETS of 1 there is 


moſt reaſon 7 apprehend the ſudden ſtroke. of divine ven- 


g&ance, e tobe (from. the ,apoſtle's account of it) a con- 
temps of phe ſavereignty. of — and. blafphemy . againſt. the 


glorious rewards" which he has pre 
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Tus is, indeed, a crying fin — it calls aloud for ven- 


geance! It is defying the only power we have reaſon to fear, 


and rejecting the only help on which we can ſecurely rely ! It 
is the higheſt indignity that can be offered to the Majeſty of 
heaven, and includes in it every leſſer breach of his law! It 


is doing deſpite to the ſpirit of grace, and giving the lie to 
the * which God has given of. his Son! 


P 
wo we a 6a v7 


IT is the very blaſphemy which had this indelible mark 
fixed upon it by the word of truth; that it ſhould never be 
forgiven in this world, or in that which is to come. It 
ſeems to be threatened with temporary as well as with eternal 
vengeance, by him who is to be feared when be is angry, and 
whoſe indignation; once provoked, nothing but repentance 
can difarm;-. For; ſo it is written, What ſhall. the Lord, when 
be comes, do to thoſe Huſbandmen?—— He -ſhall miſerably 
deſtroy thoſe wicked men, and give the Vineyard to others! 
And again - When the king. heard this he was incenſed, 


and ſent forth his armies to oy thoſe murderers, and to 
re their wy 7 1h __ | 


282 


kan the « event pave too fatal a confirmation of the ie 
edge and n wy him hn 8 en 101 
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Thar city was 05 holes 2 gee” eaſy He holy. cyl 
Here he loyed to dwell—He had a delight. therein— But, ſhe 
forfeited his protect jon with her own allegiance, and became 
the firſt fruits of his diſpleaſure ! Itl-fated city! Whoſe being 


lifted up fo high ſerved at laſt only to add more weight to her 


fall! Whoſe crime was ſo black that her Saviour could not 
prevent her puniſhment ! Whoſe ſentence ſo heavy that her 


C judge 


E 


judge could not pronounce it, even in the cattane proſpect, 


without a tear [ 


Wu rx he beheld the city he wept over it bob ſaid, If 
thou hadſt regarded in this thy diy the things that belonged 
to thy peace—but now they are hid from thine eyes! The 
prophecy is well known and the literal completion of it. 


The very ſtone which that proud city rejected, the rock from 


whence ſhe was hewn fell upon her and daſhed her in qd ö 


6 OM 11. ye that ih. and behold fo this a as in the " BY 
mer inſtances) what deſblations he hath wrought i in the Farth--- 
Be ſtill and know from hence that he is God — He will be ex- 
ct det gn nations—He will be exalted. in the earth ! 


7 


Tur even i this zugt (che extremity of which exeecds 


engireſiivng conception and almoſt belief) he remembered Mer- 


ey! At the ſame time that he reſerved the unbelieving and un- 


juſt to this day of judgment to be e r Hs Knew how 


to deliver the godly from- the ery trial. 


""Wwita thoſs 1 80 l his counſble;: ad would none of 


his reproof, periſhed in their contradiftion, the deſpiſed body 


of thoſe who truſted in his word, being admoniſhed by his 


- prophets, (as the hiſtorian of the time inform us) to leave the 


devoted city, were (in recompence of their fidelity) —_— 
from the general ruin. b io laliges i cam 115. T at 


'4 : 


| 8 was the fate of Jeruſalem —We have Park her KEY 
we have ſeen her puniſhment! There is no need to go back to 
the Shipwreck of the old world; to the ſubverſion of that de- 
teſtable city, whoſe name, as yell as  uſtering, is ſet forth for a 
„ leſſon 
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leflon to thoſe who ſhall after live wa ways much leſs to the 
degradation of the angelic natures. 'The name of Jeruſalem, 
(for that is all that has been long left of Jeruſalem) ſhall re- 
main, till time-ſhall be no more, an inconteſtible proof of the 
aſſertion in the text; That the Lord knoweth how to deliver 
« the godly out of temptation, and to reſerve the unjuſt to a day 
« of judgment to be puniſhed ; but chiefly thoſe who have 
4 hardineſs enough to reject the will of God, and folly enough 
* to oppoſe to it their own———Who' hold in contempt the do- 
« minion of Chriſt, and prefer the pleaſures of this world to 
* the glories which he has promiſed 1 in the next”. 


Tuobt who believe what he has been pleaſed to declare of 
his will are already convinced of this They who cloſe their 
hearts againſt conviction will be convinced of it when it is too 


5 was wy diſobedience chat bey e were brunn off —— Tt is 


| by obedience only That we fand Let us not be FO 


bb e fear. 


we kargl as Os and full Stacks]: as Fo had, that 
we call in like manner periſh, except we recollect ourſelves. 
And ſo much ſtronger than they had, as their deſtruction is an 
additional, and a viſible argument to us of the certainty of 
what | is foretold concerning our own! - 


WI may as well doubt of the exiſtence and power of God, 
as of the n of . arg which have been green.” un- 
der his eg % i 04 CPIWOLOT. e 

— (\ F Fr ff 72] If 501-0 

Tax 85 Ga votive God and: man from the begin- 

ning has been. whether his will or theirs were to take place-— | 


Whether we ſhould pleaſe ourſelves or him. And 
C 2 One | 


* 
ohh; 
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Ox grand difference between the diſpenſation of natural, 
and of the chriſtian, religion, is this That in the former 
God is ſuppoſed to reſerve the power in his own band, in the 
latter he has en Ban it to bis Oy 


Waznz res the power be lodged, it meh little difference. 
The object to whom we are to addreſs. ourſelves for ſupport 
is varied by his F eee n _ NO! oy o- 
bedience remains n . br ALF 10 


Axp we have the very 3 88 now for truſt in Chriſt, 


that the antient len of A 1 for * 500 God | 
himſelf. V 


. 


[ ; 75 71 
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7 0 aun is 1 the” creation of the Ma) 11 he, 
who made this earth and the inhabitants of it, cannot be igno- 
rant in what manner to diſplay his ſovereign authority over 
them all. If we have any fear therefore from our on conſti · 
tution he knows whereof we are made. If we are alarmed at 
the unſettled ſtate of the globe! His hands have faſhioned: it, 
and he ae everx zendaney of it long Hefore ! Wy 

«vx ret ed 11th of 

7 0 himsi is all pomer given in . and carih. le eannor 

therefore but know in what manngr-to exert that power to _ 


confuſion of ſinners, and ſor the protection of his ſaints. 


In confirmation of this, the very winds. and feas did obey 


him while he was, here in his loweſt ſtata. He could gnable 
the meaneſt of his followers to ſay to the Frmeſt rack be thou 


moved and caſt into the midft of the ſea, and it ſhould obey— 
and he can and will (when the ends of his diſpenſation require) 


nnn emen of com- 


* .> 
s 4 i, 18 31 | * ff * o 0 mer 


* 


(az) 
af firength, conſpire againſt us—and this earth, on which | 
we place our utmoſt ſecurity, tremble under our feet ; and 
we ourſelves, while we are dreaming; of extending our proper- 
ty upon the ſurface, may go down quick into the bowels of it 


Ovex every element he has fully demonſtrated his power — 
Air, water, fire have, in TRE! — been the inſtruments of 
his vengeance. | 


Hw hath made ſpirits, or the air, his meſſenger, and his 
miniſter, a flaming fire! He hath told before (at almoſt 
the diſtance of 2000 years) of violent convulſions in the earth. 
which ſhould precede his final ne and has he not t lately 
fulfilled his word! 


Wuo 1 not even now ſhudder on recolleFing the deſola- 
tion of Liſpon? And, if it be ſo dreadful in the relation, what 
muſt it have been if we had beheld the various circumſtances 


of diftreis which paſſed unobſerved, and lay buried in the com- 


mon ruin! To have been involved in thoſe horrors Winch they. 
who felt are not. able to deſcribe ! 


. Wro nay Raid in thy ſight, O Lord! when thou art an- 


ery! The waters faw thee and were afraid | The depths al- 
ſo were troubled. Thou art the God that doft wonders, thou 


haſt declared thy ſtrength among the people! Thine arrows 
went abroad! The earth trembled and ſhook withal ! Thy 
way is in the fea, and thy path in the ne” waters, and oy 
fecufteps not known! | 


Tuts Eibe POD aMidtion to that unhappy ple is is a 
merciful admonition to the nations round them, Would to 
455 God. 


614 

God we might be wiſe at others calamities which are paſt, ra- 

ther than by our own which may be yet in ſtore! Who knows 
but even now the judge may ſtand at his door! How little 
did they think of their calamity till they were overtaken by it, 

till their aſtoniſhment rendered them almoſt incapable of think- 

ing of it! Their Fear came upon them as a whirlwind, and 

their deſolation as an armed man! ſuddenly and irrefiitibly ! 
A ſtanding warning for every one of us to be prepared at al! 

times to meet what may happen to any of us at any time. 


Our ſecurity is only in our obedience ! and our protectioo from 
the 1 our God! PT L 


* 


Lr us not ire ourſelves to cenſure the lives of other 
men, but to reform our own. Let us paſs no angry or ill- 
digeſted judgment upon the manner in which they have been 
viſited, but prepare ourſelves to meet every viſitation of the 
Creator, of the Ruler, of the Judge of the world | 


His judgments are like the great deep! No human reaſon 
can fathom them! When we attempt it, we go out of our 
clement and beyond our line ! 


WE ought not, therefore, to add an inſult to their mis- 5 
earn by repreſenting them e as ſtricken of G04, . men 
for the enormity of their crime, 


Tur text, and the examples which are produced in proof 
of it, will inform us better. We fee in the declaration of 
the apoſtle, and in every inſtance by which I have enforced 
it That when the Lord decreed to bring vengeance on 
thoſe who had forfeited his protection by their guilt, he never 

| failed to ſhew mercy to them who had not forgot his authority, 


nor 


1 

nor forſaken his commands! He deſtroyed thoſe on/y who had 
ſinned, and all thoſe who had ſinned. Witnels all the 
angels who fell! The whole world of ungodiy that were 
| deſtroyed at the deluge, and the whole number of guilty in the 
opprobrious cities! With all thaſe who deſpiſed his fovereignty 
at the deſolation of Jeruſalem. And the preſervation of all 
who had no part in the tranſgreſſion in every place! 


Bur how will this agree with what we know of the fate 
of this unfortunate city? Where the worſt of thoſe that 
periſhed could hardly be ſo bad as ſome of thoſe who ſurvived; 
who were (as we are told) ſo totally void of the two great 
principles of love- to God and man, that they plundered, one 
in defiance of the other, and with the very ſpirit of him, who 
was a murderer from the beginning, perſecuted thoſe whom 
God had wounded, and rejoiced in ſpreading the flame which 
humanity would have endeavoured to extinguiſh wa) its very- 
tears ! 


Tu fs therefore is in this reſpect totally different from every 
inſtance in which we have ſeen that God has been pleaſed to 
interpoſe judicially to ſupport the authority of his Laws! 


Ap ſo I conceive, by what we experience, that in all ſuch 
caſes it muſt be! For the very notion of a judgment ſeems to 
me to be *© an extraordinary interpoſition of God to make 
that exact diſtinction between good and bad men, which can- 
« not be made according to the ordinary courſe of his 
general laws.” At is an anticipation, in ſome meaſure, of the 
great account, and in this light I'conceive it to be ſaid, that 
Sodom and Gomorrah, by the judgment which was inflicted 
bn them, were ſet forth as a demonſtration of. the fire 

©... onal; 


3 


eternal; not only as they were deſtroyed by fire, but as the 


method of executing juſtice upon thoſe cities was exactly 
conformable to the rule by which God has declared he will 
inflict eternal puniſhment. —— It was an evident and entire 
diſcrimination between the hens mir of God, and thoſe 
who acknowledged him not. 


Ax will any man "alley himſelf to ow ee that no one 1880 


«© man ſuffered,” we are very well =llured: _ _ bad ones 
eſcaped in rhis lamentable event. 185 3h br 1 


Taz only Winden we can n fairly make from it is that 
which will anſwer all the purpoſes of religion and duty, 
% That the earth is the Lord's and all that is therein, for he 


e hath founded it upon the ſeas, and we it EW the 
<6 floods! 


"Wa ſhould take care not to conforms that general diſpenſa- 
tion of his providence, in which all things come alike to all; 


with that equal meaſure of it by which he gathers the wheat 


into his garner, but burns the chaff. with inextinguiſhable fire. 
Otherwiſe we may happen to loſe our own charity in deter- 
mining of his juſtice. For his thoughts are not as our 
thoughts! Happy it is for us that they are are not! What a 
ſcene of things ſhould we have, if God were pate to ratify 
the lengences men, rag Paſs fan each ner! - 


L x us leave God's 1 o himſelf | 3 bim with 


the conduct of his own, providence;—look up to the rod and 


him who has appointed it! 
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Lord to anger. 
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Ir we defire protection to our 188 and 's armies, let vs ac- 
knowledge the ſovereignty of that Lord of battles, who rulcth 
oyer the nee d of AG SANTA” « e ; 
H . 
1974 we 1088 a real value for that wot wha. — 1 fear 
leaſt thou ht of bleſſing, the proteſtant religion, — let, us nat 
only proceſt againſt'a few ſpeculative errors of another church, 


but reform the practical failings « of our o.]! 


k = 


Ir we have a due ſenſe of the univerſal dominion Fe, our 
Lord, we ſhall learn from his word how to. cultivate every 
virtue which will be the ornament and ſupport of our country, 
and to ſhake off eyery vice, the practice of which, as far as 
it can ,navurally, ea muſt ted to its e | 

Apove all, let us not think that one forious day can 'do 
our work! As our danger is perpetual, ſo let our care be 
too! I leave to others ro declaim againſt the ſins of this land. — 
I recommend to every one of us to take off as much as he 
can from the common ſtock —Every man . buſineſs muſt lay 
within himſelt.—Let us judge ourſelves, that we. be not judged 
of the Lord. Then ſhall we have nothing to tear though the 
earth be moved, and thovgh, the hills be carried into the midſt. 


. 


of the ſal. . S YG Hitt 5 


Bur if on u che contrary, we are bold enough to ſet up our 
02098 will. in oppoſition to Bis, we ſhall do well to conſider: 
whether we are ſtronger than He! that we ſhould provoke the. 


8 1 


We will ſuppoſe o rſelves to be entirely free from the 
. of theſe thocks i in the earth Alas! is that 
D all 
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all we have to e. Are theſe. the 59% e i | 
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Ws we look into the ROPER of arb *how 
contracted is the knowledge, of the ableſt phyſician | Whe we 
dive into the conſtitution of the eurth, hoy doubtful i i 
eren of che mot accurate philoſopher? * mn : oof 
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made you both ! way 1 10 x} yet 2605 8 an gue 11 
I will foppoſe u that cut As did not forebode the diffolution 
gf all things ; and that this earth ſhould continye as jt has done 
from the beginning beyond the time that we ſhall have am 
concern upon it: This is Alt that the mot determined kdvockrd 
for natural, for ſecond cauſes, can pretend What will he or 
you gain by that! This only, that you ſhalt be dead before! 
and then you are ſure you cannot vga if you « do till then, 
the deciſive e of God! ms > 88 
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REM EMEA too, chat as due as the Lord created this 


earth, ſo ſurely he will deftroy | it. That his day will 'come as | 


@ thief in the night; in wfnch the heavens ſhall paſs away wick 


PD 


a great noife, and the elements ſfialf melt wick feryent h * 
the earth alſo and the works that are therein ſhall be bunt up. 10 


II, theibfore,” beloved, *Ibditig "that ye Brow best ings 
before, beware leſt ye alſo being led away by the error of if 
wicked fall from your dwn ftedfaſtrieſs.” Bur grow in grace 


and in the knowledge Y our Lord Jeſus "_ wt Mir wy 


| glory | for ever! 
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